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The Japanese Spirit 

Spirit of His Majesty the Tenno  1.
12:40 :  Sept. 14     At the usual coffee shop.

The Meiji Tenno Outa (waka)

   おのが身はかへりみずして人のため
　　　　つくすぞ人のつとめなりける
   Regardless of myself,

      I will devote all my energy to the nation.

           It is my duty.

                                  (written in Meiji 42.)

   His Majesty the Tenno said to the victim of the Higashi-nihon Great Disaster as follows ;　I have expected that you would transcend the difficulties concerning this disaster, the country and your lives, feeling each other.

           (quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on May 1, 2011.)　　         
10:15   Sept. 16    At the favorite coffee shop.　  
The Meiji Tenno Outa

ことなしとゆるぶこころはなかなかに
　　　仇あるよりもあやふかりけり
   While enjoying in tranquil time

      It is much dangerous,

         more than living in the struggle. 

                                        (written in Meiji 42.)              
 　　　(Quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on June 1, 2011.)  

His Majesty the Meiji Tenno had written His Will in the Outa concerning peace and stability of Japan and the Japanese as stated above. “While living in tranquility, be careful in your work.” His Majesty the Meiji Tenno would have wanted the nation that ; that the nation would be happy forever, transcending the war, disaster, and various misfortunes. Considering these prayers of His Majesty the Tenno I think that I wonder if I have always been with human spirit of His Majesty the Tenno.                        
16:20   Sept. 18   At the usual coffee shop.

The Meiji Tenno Outa

高殿にのぼりて見ればをちこちの
　　　　花も今日こそ盛なりけれ
   Taking a view from a high place, 

       I could look at the cherry blossoms are, here and there,　
         at their best now.

   His Majesty the Meiji Tenno admired the beauty of the sakura, going to the high place. Looking at the scene that cherry trees are, here and there, in full blossom now. He prayed to the gods that the people would live in tranquility forever, just like the situation of beauty of the sakura. His Majesty the Meiji Tenno and the sakura would be symbolized in an uta. Loving nature and the nation.                            

　　　　　　　　　　　          (written in Meiji 19.)
                        ( Quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on April 1, 2011)
15: 00   Sept. 19.   At my study room.

The Meiji Tenno Outa

苔むせるいはねの松の萬代も
　　　　うごきなき世は神ぞまもらむ
   Beside the mossy rock,

      A pine tree has grown tranquilly, 

          The gods would protect the pine tree forever.

                                  (written in Meiji 37.)  
                     (Quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on May 1, 2010.)           

   Looking at the moss – grown rock and a pine tree beside it His Majesty the Meiji Tenno prayed to the gods to protect them forever. The mossy – rock and the pine tree indicates the eternal tranquility blessed by the gods. It is just the prayer of His Majesty the Meiji Tenno.                       
16:40   Sept 21   At the favorite coffee shop.

The Showa Tenno Outa

風さゆる　み冬は過ぎてまちにまちし
　　　八重桜咲く春となりけり
   Passing through the cold winter,

      Spring is here in all its glory of

         The double flowering cherry tree.

            I have prayed for this moment for a long time.

        (receiving the Day coming into effect of the Peace Treaty.)               

(written in Showa 27.)

                  (quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on April 1, 2010.)  
   Seven years passed from the end of the war. With all due respect it must be that: that He had been relieved by the effect of the Peace Treaty. At this time the fate of Japan and the Japanese could depend on the strategy of U.S.A.  Without a cane of U.S.A. His Majesty the Tenno couldn’t walk even for an inch. And, He must have caught the narrow way to survive in the ruined with Japan and the Japanese. He suggested His Will in the short phrase, “I have prayed for this moment for a long time.”  

    Peace and Cherry blossom have symbolized Will of His Majesty the Showa Tenno.                     

22:00   Sept. 21.   At the study room.

The Showa Tenno Outa

水のまがに　くるしみぬきしみちのくの
　　　山田もる人をあはれと思ふ
    At Michinoku, suffering from flooding,

        Villagers are maintaining the rice field among hills.

           I should remember their endeavor.

                                       (written in Showa 22.)

                        (quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni issued on July 1,2011)
    Looking at villagers, working in the rice field among hills, 

His Majesty the Showa Tenno deeply thanked them who cultivate it in stead of Him. He had been asked by the god to cultivate the rice field to keep the nation, and every year, held the Harvest Festival. Recalling His sacred role and their the sacred works His Majesty the Showa Tenno strained His eyes to see them.  

2 : 40   Sept. 23.   At the study room.

The Showa Tenno Outa

八月なる　嵐はやみて夏の夜の
　　　空に望月のかがやきにけり 

In an evening of August, a storm calmed down,

      Now, the full moon is shining all around.

                           (written in Showa 57)             

               (quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on August 1, 2011.)
Being in August, His Majesty the Showa Tenno always remembered the end of the Pacific war. That the war passed through His breast like the storm, and ruined the country and the nation. But, He could look at the full moon. He must have prayed the moon that the full moon would shine in tranquility forever.

14:30 :  Sept. 23  At the favorite coffee shop.

His Majesty the Tenno Outa

うち続く　田は豊かなる緑にて
　　　実る稲穂の姿うれしき
   Looking out over the deep green of fields,

      I am very glad to see the nice ear of rice.

                         (written in Heisei 9.)

               (quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on October 1, 2010.)
   His Majesty the Tenno thanks the gods and the cultivator, taking the extensive view of the green fields. His Majesty the Tenno has succeeded the sacred work to cultivate the rice for generation to generation, being asked by the gods to maintain the people. He has asked the peasant to do it, instead of Him. The contract between the gods and Him has fulfilled. His Majesty the Tenno must have worshipped the gods and thank the villager. The sacred zone has realized in a rice field. 

18:10   Sept 24.  At the study room.

His Majesty the Taisho Tenno Outa

冬しらぬ　旅寝の宿にたたかひの
　　　いさをある身をいとへとぞ思ふ
   Going on a journey in the cold winter,

      I have been in the warm hotel,

         but, couldn’t forget to think tenderly 

            of the brave soldier in the battlefield.　
   His Majesty the Taisho Tenno couldn’t forget the soldier even for a moment. He must have prayed to the gods to keep them alive, and defend the country. His Majesty the Taisho Tenno would have wanted them to know that He loved them very much.  

　             (written in Taisho 3.)

                   (Quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on February 1, 2011.)  

16:30  Sept. 25.     At the favorite coffee shop.

His Majesty the Tenno Outa

精根を　込め戦ひし　人未だ
　　　地下に眠りて　島は悲しき
At underground of the Iou island,　
   the Japanese soldiers have not yet helped,

      in spite of devoting themselves to battling to the death,

         It seems that the Island cried.

                              (written in Heisei 6.)

                (quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on March 1, 2010.) 

   The Iou island was a hard – fought field in the Pacific War. His Majesty the Tenno must have thought that the Iou island was covered by the cry of the spirits of dead soldiers. To reconfirm His requiem, I would recall the spirits of dead soldiers, enshrined at the Yasukuni Shrine to the inner shrine in my mind. We should enshrine and pray to the spirits of dead soldiers at the Yasukuni Shrine and each inner shrine not to forget them.      

15: 40   Sept 26.   At the study room.

His Majesty the Tenno Outa

いにしへの　人も守り来し　日の本の
　　　森の栄えを　共に願はむ
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　(written in Heisei 3.)

          (quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni“ issued on November 1, 2009.) 

   From ancient time, people have planted the trees,

       as the base of the country,

          in the future, we should do it more and more,

              to establish the prosperous country, together.

   His Majesty the Tenno have expected that people would plant the trees to build the country. The tree could live in silence, being exposed to the weather. His Majesty the Tenno have expected, like the forest the Japanese would live enduringly to build the country. To plant the trees indicates to bring up the people, to maintain the good mountain means to establish the brilliant country. The good trees and the magnificent people would be the base of the country. His Majesty the Tenno has written His philosophy.  

13:00   Sept. 27.   At the favorite coffee shop.  

His Majesty the Showa Tenno Outa

国をおこす　もとゐとみえて　なりはひに
　　　いそしむ民の　姿たのもし
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　(Written in Showa 21.)

      (quoted from the magazine “Yasukuni” issued on October 1, 2009.) 

       The people have worked diligently. 

           They would be the foundation of the country,

               they are very reliable.

Visiting the damaged place during war : 

Standing in the ruin, His Majesty the Showa Tenno looked at the people who worked hard without uttering any complaints.

    His Majesty the Showa Tenno had felt them very reliable to be depended on establishing the solid country.       
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